
 

 
PRESS RELEASE 

 
September is the month when many Central American countries celebrate political 

“Independence” from Spain.  In our country, Honduras, it is timely to inform the 

world -and organizations in solidarity with the LGBTI community - that throughout 

history we have been consigned to the margins of Honduran society and our 

human rights violated in the most deplorable ways.   

 

It is also the moment to demand our rights from the Honduran state, the most 

essential of which are freedom of association, health, freedom of expression, 

education, employment, and especially the right to life.  Lives have been taken in 

the most brutal and inhuman ways, reaching extremes never before experienced 

by our community– so much so that it has impacted on the very heart of our 

organizations in the north and center of Honduras.  Murders of trans, gay men and 

lesbians now total over 82 since 2009.  Their families and human rights 

organizations have joined forces to condemn the impunity for these killings.  The 

President of the Republic, Porfirio Lobo, himself admits that those responsible for 

these murders have not been put in prison. 

 

It is for these reasons that we demand justice on the 13th of each month, the day of 

the assassination, 2 years and 9 months ago today, of our companion   



Walter Orlando Trochez, Secretary of APUVIMEH, a leader of the LGBTTI 

community, an HIV activist, and a human rights defender.  He was a young man 

whose feelings, aspirations, and right to life was cut short.  He struggled side-by-

side with his people, a people arbitrarily jailed, beaten, humiliated and ill-treated by 

members of the police and Army.  Through his writings and accompaniment of the 

public protests following the 2009 coup d’état, Walter offered his life for justice and 

freedom.  Because of this, we are committed to demanding justice and the 

prosecution of those responsible for his vile murder perpetrated on 13 December 

2009, in the very center of Tegucigalpa. Because of this, we demand justice of 

those in charge of investigating this and other cases of members of the LGBTTI 

community. Justice must not be only a privilege for the social elites, on behalf of 

whom the judicial system does act, without delays in investigations.   

 

We demand that the Honduran state not hesitate to provide its citizens with the 

security that we seek so much.  We call out to the Public Prosecution Service, 

since we believe that our voice has not been heard, but this time we will not be 

silenced until impunity is no longer the rule.  We will continue to wait for justice and 

respect for human rights, especially for the LGBTI community in Honduras.     

 

José Antonio Zambrano 

President –APUVIMEH  

Tegucigalpa, Honduras, 13 September 2012  


